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[0:00] My beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased, I will put my spirit upon him and he will
proclaim justice to the Gentiles.! He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in
the streets.

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench until he brings justice to
victory. And in his name the Gentiles will hope.
I've chosen this passage for this morning because my mother was in Constantinople Hospital in
2017. She was there in ICU for 104 days, cashing in on years of medical aid premiums.
At the time she spoke of her concerns about being accepted with God should she die, which she
really wanted to do at the time, die.
Some people struggle with their sinful past when they are lying on their sickbeds. My mom was
afraid that the Lord would not love her, nor accept her into heaven.
[1:24] Her conscience was plaguing her as she looked back on her 80 years at that time. Her
faith was faint, and yet the Lord did not snuff her out.

I brought a little candle to illustrate that this Lord Jesus Christ does not snuff out or extinguish a
candle which is scarcely burning.
So I want to speak for a few minutes today about this gentle servant, Jesus Christ in whom she
trusted.
These are shocking and very surprising words once one thinks about them for a moment or two.
We told you of a servant who will attain international status, a ruler who is quiet and gentle, a
bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
So I want to say three things today about this man. The first one is the first word, behold this man.
Behold my servant, whom I have chosen.
[2:40] This man was not well received by the Jews, perhaps because he was humble and gentle.
They were little prepared for such a ruler. In Jesus' ministry, the weak aren't trampled on, they
aren't crushed.

And the believer whose faith is faint isn't rejected. Just above these verses which we've read, we
meet some desperate people.
A man with a shriveled hand. Jesus restored his hand completely, so it was now the same as the
other healthy hand. Beneath these verses, a demon-possessed man who was blind and dumb is
brought to Jesus.
Now he can see. Small wonder the people from the nations put their hope in this person. This man
is filled with the Spirit of God, and so read in verse 18, My beloved, with whom my soul is well
pleased, I will put my spirit on him.
The reason I'd say it's shocking is because the Lord is well pleased with this man. But in verse 14,
they are plotting to kill him.
[3:58] The world was not well pleased with Jesus. And most of the world today is still not well
pleased with Jesus. They did plot his death, and they did so successfully. But in fact, God was well
pleased with his son.

A few verses back, Jesus invites people to himself, saying, Come to me, for I'm gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Come to me.
Come under my teaching, under my leadership, my rule. Come right alongside me. Take up my
yoke. We don't expect a servant, and as we see a gentle one at that, to have an international
reputation.
A person in whom the nations will put their hope. We expect the Vladimir Putins or the Donald
Trumps or the others of this world to be well known for whatever reason as they are.
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But we don't expect them to be gentle and kind. Patient. But Jesus is like that. And God is very
pleased with him.
[5:13] Isaiah said that this one wouldn't quarrel or cry aloud in the streets. And Matthew tells us
here that these words that Isaiah spoke are now fulfilled in Jesus.

And Jesus didn't quarrel or cry aloud in the street. Behold this man. Because this man actually
wasn't seeking attention to himself. In our very verses, he ordered his disciples, Don't tell the
masses about the many that I'm healing.
Don't broadcast this. He ordered them not to make it known. And Isaiah anticipated that. One who
wouldn't cry aloud in the streets.
And Matthew says he is here. This servant, spoken of centuries before. This one has arrived and
God is pleased with him. Behold my servant whom I've chosen.
Second thing about him. A gentle servant. Jesus didn't quarrel or cry aloud in the streets when his
own rights were infringed on.
[6:22] When he was treated unfairly by the Jewish leaders. He could well have. He could have
called a tribunal of some kind, surely. But he didn't do that.

He was the meek servant. Like a sheep to the slaughter is silent. Or he did not open his mouth to
Jesus.
He told a bruised reed he would not break. Poetic language and a smoldering wiki will not stuff out.
For much of my mother's life, even as she became a Christian, she was very much like a bruised
reed. A bruised reed is a bent reed.
It's a reed which is actually of no use. You don't use it for thatch. And you can't lean on it. It's
useless, really. No one spends money on bruised reeds.
[7:25] And no one really puts much hope in a smoldering wick. And yet Jesus has time for people
like this.

He's got time for people whose lives are all bent up. And he's got time for Christian people whose
faith is very small.
He's got time for people who get their moral and spiritual weakness. People who acknowledge the
ignorance of God. But he opposes the wicked and the obstinate.
Whether you're young, middle-aged, or older, he doesn't break bent reeds and bruised reeds. He
treats sinners very kindly, actually.
And with profound care. And what he does, and what he's doing, is he straightens out the bent
heart. And he transforms people who trust him.
[8:36] And enables us to serve him and do what's right, both towards God and towards our
neighbors. I'll say again, it's surprising, if not shocking, that a gentle person, in our somewhat harsh
and world full of hubris, that God has actually made it very clear, this is the man he's pleased with.

This is the one to whom the Jews and the Gentiles will turn. Behold my servants, says the Lord.
Behold my gentle servants. We told in his final verses that in his name, the Gentiles will put their
hope.
My mom came from Jewish stock, but she herself was a Gentile, as it were. Her father was a
Jewish man.
Her mother was not a Jewish woman. And I mention that because the Savior is the Savior for both
Jews and Gentiles. Last thing about this servant is, he will be victorious.
[9:59] Our last verses say, a bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not
quench, until he brings justice to victory.

And in his name, the Gentiles will hope. The first time Jesus came into this world, he appeared in
weakness. He was subject to rejection.
He was unrecognized. And he was successfully plotted against. When he returns, he will not
appear in weakness. God's Spirit is upon Jesus.
If we will not behold him now, we shall unwillingly behold him then. But those who behold him now
will rejoice then.
He really was a servant. Matthew chapter 20 verse 28 says, that the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
[11:07] The Son of Man is a very great figure, and yet a very gentle and humble one. He will
bring justice to victory. He will set everything to right.
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And he'll establish things just as God wants him to be. We all want justice. We are tired of
commissions and lies.
How do we know that God will establish his kingdom and do so through Jesus Christ? Because
when men nailed him to a cross, God was pleased with his Son and raised him to life on the third
day.
God is surely pleased with his humble servant who laid down his life for sinners. Nations will look to
him. Many already are.
Many in this room are looking to him. People are hoping in Jesus, for he will save us from our sins. I
am trusting in this, Jesus. Lola did too.
[12:18] Lola beheld Jesus. I urge you today to behold him too. Behold my servant, whom I have
chosen.

My beloved one, with whom my soul is well pleased. Here you will find mercy. Here bruised reeds
are not broken.
And faintly burning candles are not snuffed out. Here you will find rest for your restless soul. Let us
also delight him.
Though the world may not do so, and many around us may not do so, let us also delight and behold
Jesus, whom God will send back into this world in due course.
And then he will establish his victory and his everlasting kingdom. I'm going to give you a few
moments of quiet and then I'll lead you in prayer.
[13:25] Father, we do behold Jesus Christ today.

We recognize him. Many of us adore him and trust him. We thank you that he is so patient, kind,
long-suffering with us.
And we thank you, Jesus Christ, that though you are the son of man and that all things are yours,
you were very kind to us in becoming a servant and suffering unjustly, but willingly for our sins.
We recognize that you will soon return and have your due. Bring your people to everlasting life and
condemn those who will not behold you.
And we pray that even today you grant us humble and teachable hearts that we might see this man,
Jesus, for who he is.
[15:01] And we pray in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.


